Rhoda: The Girl who believed in answer to prayers

Acts 12:13-15

Rhoda, the servant girl mentioned in Acts 12:13-15, plays a brief but memorable role in
the story of Peter’'s miraculous escape from prison. Though her appearance in Scripture
is short, her character reveals much about faith, joy, and the human response to
answered prayer. Her story reminds believers that God often works through ordinary
people to demonstrate extraordinary truths.

1. CONTEXT AND BACKGROUND
Setting: The event takes place in Jerusalem, in the home of Mary, the mother of
John Mark (Acts 12:12).
Situation: Peter had been imprisoned by King Herod, and the early Church was
fervently praying for his release (Acts 12:5).
Role: Rhoda was a servant girl in Mary’s household, likely responsible for
household duties and assisting during the prayer gathering.

2. RHODA’S ENCOUNTER WITH PETER

When Peter was miraculously freed by an angel and came to Mary’s house, he
knocked at the outer gate (Acts 12:13).

Rhoda went to answer the door and, upon hearing Peter’s voice, recognized him
immediately.

Overcome with joy, she ran back inside without opening the gate, announcing that
Peter was standing outside (Acts 12:14).

The believers inside did not believe her, saying, “You are out of your mind!” (Acts
12:15).

Despite their disbelief, Rhoda insisted that it was truly Peter.

3. CHARACTER TRAITS OF RHODA

Character Trait Description Scripture Reference

Attentive She was alert and quick to respond to the knock at the gate. Acts 12:13
Perceptive She recognized Peter’s voice immediately, showing familiarity and
awareness. Acts 12:14

Joyful Her excitement was so great that she forgot to open the door before sharing
the news. Acts 12:14

Faith-Filled She believed in the reality of Peter’s deliverance even when others
doubted it. Acts 12:15



Persistent She continued to affirm what she knew to be true despite being
dismissed. Acts 12:15

4. SPIRITUAL INSIGHTS FROM RHODA’S RESPONSE

Faith in Action: Rhoda’s immediate recognition of Peter’s voice demonstrates a
heart ready to believe that God had answered their prayers.

Joyful Expectation: Her overflowing joy reflects genuine faith—she was not
surprised that God had acted, only overjoyed that it had happened.

Contrast with Doubt: The praying believers, though earnest in their petitions,
initially doubted that their prayers had been answered. Rhoda’s faith stood in
contrast to their skepticism.

Humility and Boldness: As a servant girl, Rhoda held a low social position, yet she
boldly proclaimed the truth to those of higher status. Her courage shows that faith is
not limited by position or age.

Human Imperfection: Her forgetfulness to open the door adds a touch of humor
and humanity to the story, reminding readers that God works through imperfect
people.

5. LESSONS FROM RHODA’S LIFE

God values every believer: Rhoda’s role, though small, was significant in
confirming God’s miraculous work.

Faith is not measured by status: Her simple, sincere belief outshone the doubt of
more prominent believers.

Joy is a mark of true faith: Genuine encounters with God’s power produce
spontaneous joy and excitement.

Persistence in truth matters: Even when dismissed, Rhoda stood firm in what she
knew to be real.

Prayer and expectation must align: Her story challenges believers to pray with
faith that truly expects God to answer.

6. SUMMARY

Rhoda, the servant girlin Acts 12:13-15, exemplifies joyful faith and spiritual
attentiveness. While others prayed but doubted, she believed and rejoiced in God’s
answer. Her story teaches that God honors simple, sincere faith, regardless of social
standing. Rhoda’s joyful recognition of Peter’s deliverance stands as a timeless
reminder that faith expects God to act—and rejoices when He does



